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Events
 
CoE-MaSS seminar series

27 August 2021: Profs Jill Adler and Craig Pournara of the University of the

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, will be presenting a seminar titled "Levering

educational change: A 10-year mathematics research and professional development

project – its rationale, model, practices, processes and impact". Please view the poster

here.

03 September 2021: Dr Mahdi Salehi of the University of Pretoria will be presenting a

statistics seminar titled: "Clustering via semiparametric density estimation".

10 September 2021:  Prof Michele Dougherty of Imperial College, London will be

presenting a seminar titled "Cassini-Huygens Mission to Saturn and its moons".

Details on how to connect remotely to our weekly seminars are listed on the  News and

Events page of our website here, in the Event Calendar. 
 
Workshops

28 August 2021: Online workshop on Computational Group Theory, organised for

Early Career Academics and Postgraduate Students, by NGA(MaSS). Please view the

advert here.

22 September 2021:  Online Infectious  Disease  Modelling  Workshop.  This free

workshop is ideal for those interested or in infectious disease modelling. The

importance and applications of disease modelling are presented by experts in the

�eld. For more information, please view the poster here.

Research Schools
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August-November 2021:  The  National Institute for Theoretical and Computational

Sciences (NITheCS) are hosting the South African Theory School (SATS), featuring

various courses during 2021. For more information and to apply, visit the website

here.

Conferences

19-23 September 2021: The "Gravitex" International Conference on Gravitation:

Theory and Experiment will take place in Durban, KZN. Please view the �yer here. 

20-26 September 2021: The 19th International Conference of Numerical Analysis and

Applied Mathematics. For more information, please visit the website here.

27-28 October 2021: Ethics and Explainability for Responsible Data Science (EE-RDS)

Conference, hosted by the University of Johannesburg. For more information, please

view the website here.

29 November - 1 December 2021: The South African Mathematical Society (SAMS) will

host their annual conference online. View the �yer and registration details here, and

supplementary keynote speaker information here.

1-3 December 2021: Stellenbosch University's Department of Statistics and  Actuarial

Science will be hosting the  62nd annual conference of the South African Statistical

Association (SASA). For more information, please visit the website here.

6-10 December 2021: The Southern African Conference for Arti�cial Intelligence

Research (SACAIR) 2021. For more information, please visit the website here.

New Programmes 

MSc Med in Genomic  Medicine at Wits. For those postgraduates working in

mathematical modelling in life sciences or large-scale bioinformatic data, you might be

interested in this new programme, launching at Wits in 2022. View the �yer here. 

Fellowships
CoE-MaSS Postdoctoral Fellowships for 2022  are open for applications for South

African citizens and South African permanent residents that are working in any of the

12 CoE-MaSS Focus Areas.  Please see https://www.wits.ac.za/coe-

mass/funding/fellowships/ for more information and the application link. Female

applicants are strongly encouraged to apply. 

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Reinforcement Learning for Robotics. Applications are

open for a full-time postdoctoral research position in reinforcement learning for

robotics, at the RAIL laboratory at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg,

South Africa (https://www.raillab.org/).  This particular post will focus on behaviour

composition and symbolic abstraction in reinforcement learning, speci�cally in
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extending our existing work to apply to �exible manipulation tasks on a two-armed

manipulator robot. The post is available from January 2022, for a period of 2-5 years.

The candidate must have completed a PhD in the last 5 years, and have research

experience in either reinforcement learning or robotics, preferably both.  Please

submit your application using the online form

https://forms.gle/jQbzf2yS5nG9tWTh7  This will require a detailed CV, a motivation

letter, two examples of your publications/written work, and two academic

references. The closing date for applications is 31 August 2021. Enquiries can be sent

to Prof. Benjamin Rosman (benjamin.rosman1@wits.ac.za).

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Partial Di�erential Equations and Calculus of

Variations at the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) in South

Africa: for more information, and to apply, please view the poster here.

Funding
The Council for Scienti�c and Industrial Research (CSIR) Bursary Programme

2022: The CSIR bursary programme �nancially supports full-time, unemployed

students in obtaining quali�cations in areas that are deemed a priority by the CSIR. It

is a merit based, comprehensive bursary that covers all costs associated with

university studies. For more information and to apply, please visit the webpage here.

Vacancies
University of Kwazulu-Natal: Professor/Associate Professor/Senior Lecturer (Pure

Mathematics), School of mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science, Westville

campus. Please view the advert here.

South African Weather Service: Postdoctoral candidate in Biostatistics. Please view

the advert here.

Spotlight on Research
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A Tseng extragradientmethod for solving variational inequality problems in Banach spaces

 
Focus area: Operator Algebras and Functional Analysis 
 
"This paper presents an inertial Tseng extragradient method for approximating a solution of
the variational inequality problem. The proposed method uses a single projection onto a half
space which can be easily evaluated. The method considered in this paper does not require
the knowledge of the Lipschitz constant as it uses variable stepsizes from step to step which
are updated over each iteration by a simple calculation. We prove a strong convergence
theorem of the sequence generated by this method to a solution of the variational inequality
problem in the framework of a 2-uniformly convex Banach space which is also uniformly
smooth. Furthermore, we report some numerical experiments to illustrate the performance
of this method. Our result extends and uni�es corresponding results in this direction in the
literature." 
 
Read more of the article here. 
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